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to Englishmen who were quite out of sympathy with the
Irish people, and even when belonging to the country they
were only too glad to escape to England, where they could
live in comparative luxury and peace. Addington, when
Prime Minister, was anxious to improve matters and con-
sulted the Chancellor on the subject, who replied:
"28th October 1803.
With respect to the residence of the bishops, I have
no doubt that the country would support you most
thoroughly in any endeavour to compel it; and I have
little doubt that resolution would produce obedience.
I have, I think, brought the judges to consider this in a
proper point of view and I think none of them will in
future leave Ireland without asking leave of the Lord
Lieutenant. The residence of the bishops is of infinite
importance; and the archbishop is so very quiet a man that
I am sure he would not have complained on this head if
he had not felt it to be a serious grievance and generally
complained of".1
The evil of non-residence was as serious among the
lesser clergy as among the bishops, but there was more
excuse for them. In October 1802 the Archbishop of
Armagh informed the Viceroy that many of the benefices
were without a church, and more without any glebe, and
that through the whole country there were not more than
four hundred parsonages. In one diocese the average
number of acres in each benefice approached fifty thousand.
If this statement be true it is difficult to blame the clergy
for absence when they had neither church, glebe nor house
to live in, and there is ample testimony that many of them
did their duty nobly in the face of overwhelming diffi-
1 G. Pellcw, Life and Correspondence of... Aldington (sv., 1847), H. 244.
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